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Intriguing Japanese classic cars up for 
grabs as Mitsubishi sells its heritage fleet  
Along with Datsun and Toyota, Mitsubishi is credited with establishing Japanese cars 
as dependable and well-equipped – as well as good value  

By Andrew B Roberts 19 March 2021 • 4:28pm  

 
This Galant 2000 was used by Colt Cars as a promotional vehicle. At £2,097 it was 
cheaper – and better equipped – than a Ford Cortina 2000E Credit: Max Earey  

In the wake of Mitsubishi’s plans to cease selling new cars in the UK after nearly 47 
years, it is selling its heritage fleet on 1 April. The line-up includes two of the first 
Mitsubishis officially imported to the UK in the mid-Seventies, the A70-series Lancer 
and the A11-series Galant 2000, alongside a 3000 GT from 1992 and a 1987 Starion. 

The company tested the water in 1968 with the 1100F, but it had no British version 
planned. However, within just a few years, the automotive landscape underwent a 
seismic change as sales of Japanese cars increased 20-fold between 1970 and 1973. 
Meanwhile, various senior managers at British Leyland in Longbridge complained of 
the “dumping” of low-cost Datsuns and Toyotas on the new car market. 

Mitsubishi commenced its British operations as the Colt Car Company in November 
1974. The firm planned to sell 6,500 cars per year via a 230-strong dealership network. 
Many people then associated the brand with television sets, so the publicity material 
emphasised their long car manufacture tradition. 1974 also saw Joginder Singh win the 
Safari Rally in a Lancer 1600. 

The two-door Lancer 1400, Colt’s entry-level model, was not quite as rapid, but it cost 
a mere £1,196. According to the brochure, it was “As lean and agile as a cat”, in 
addition to having “a tight, sporty feel to it that can turn an ordinary drive into an 
adventure”. 
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The A11-series Colt Lancer (Mitsubishi badging wasn't used until 1984) survived until 
1979 Credit: Max Earey  

Furthermore, it was a “Tough New Breed of Car”, which was probably of greater 
importance to the prospective customer. The Lancer appealed to those who cared less 
for thrills and more about a small saloon that would not expire en route to the shops.  

The A70 proved ideal to rival the likes of the Ford Escort Mk2 – it was nicely 
appointed, looked smart yet innocuous and was utterly mechanically straightforward. 
Its Galant 2000 stablemate had more grandiose ambitions – transportation for the 
middle-manager with dreams of a directorship, an LED watch and regular dining at the 
Angus Steakhouse.   

Plentiful standard equipment lured buyers to the Lancer, as did a starting price of 
£1,196  

Car tested a Galant against a Fiat 132 and praised its “Japanese equipment levels, 
undoubted robustness and quite good looks”. Similarly, Motor Sport found the Galant 
provided “sturdy service and complete equipment at a sensible price; a rare virtue 
today”. They further noted the “sober specification” and how the interior “suffers only 
mildly from outbursts of Japanese ornate stitching and chrome work”. 

As Brian Wheeler of Mitsubishi UK explains, the Galant shown here was employed by 
Colt Cars as a promotional vehicle, touring the country to recruit potential dealer 
franchisees. The Galant possessed showroom appeal, and for £2,097 – less than the 
price of a Ford Cortina 2000E – the proud owner gained a car with a five-speed 
gearbox, tinted glass, a radio and adjustable steering.  

The A11-series Galant was replaced in 1976, but by then it had allowed the Japanese to 
gain a foothold Credit: Max Earey  

The A11 ceased production in 1976, the A70 three years later, while the Colt brand 
retired in 1984, although the company continued with Mitsubishi badging. It would be a 
significant loss to British motoring if the Galant 2000 and the Lancer were to find new 
homes overseas, as their historical importance cannot be overstated.  

Both are reminders of why Japanese cars enjoyed such popularity in the 1970s – when 
British Leyland, Ford and Vauxhall owners defected to Mitsubishi.  

Thanks to Brian Wheeler: https://mitsubishi-media.co.uk/ 

For new and used buying guides, tips and expert advice, visit our Advice section, 
or sign up to our newsletter here 

To talk all things motoring with the Telegraph Cars team join the Telegraph 
Motoring Club Facebook group here 
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